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Spring Cleaning and Piano Care
Thousands of pianos are produced every year. They are tuned in the factory and in the salesroom
many times before they are sold. When the finally arrive at the home of the buyer they should be given
the attention of a tuner twice a year.
Today hundreds of pianos stand silent in the homes because they have not been tuned. Eighty-five
percent of the country need tuning. Since they are not tuned they are regarded as pieces of furniture
when they really are temperamental musical instruments.
A piano is an investment in time and money thus it is necessary to keep it in good working order. If
the owner does not take care of it then they do not want to spend lots of money to make up for any neglect. Having the piano serviced regularly will save money in the long run.
These three paragraphs say the same thing and were said by three different people. The first was said
by J. Cree Fisher in his Piano Tuning book in 1906. the second by W. J. McCellan of the National Association of Piano Tuners in the Brantford Expositor newspaper on January 5, 1924. the last by Philip
Gurlik in The Piano: A Piano Technician’s Guide for the Piano Owner book in 2000.
Today a 100 years later this article says that a piano like a house, car, and a computer needs regular
maintenance and care. Yes it may not get played often yet the 10,000 plus parts will harden and deteriorate. The amount of dust that builds up in a piano can be a collection point for harmful bacteria and a
home insects. Spending $80-100 per year to keep a piano functioning properly will not only keep it in
fine playing condition but enhance the resale value.

Publication Notice
In the previous issue about the Beethoven piano it was mentioned that the piano went from Montreal to Calgary to Patrica
Passmore’s great aunt. Actually it was sold to her Grand Parents in
Elora, Ontario. Many years later when Patricia got it the piano
travelled with her family when they moved to Calgary. After many
years they moved back to Ontario with that Beethoven piano.

Piano Action Parts
Above are the action parts attached
to each note. The need to be adjusted every few years. Unlike the
piano strings which need to be adjusted yearly.
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Caring for the Piano
Pianos need to be placed in the room with good temperature and humidity. A basement piano may be
damp in the summer and too dry in the winter. A constant room humidity of 40% and temperature of
72F or 20C degrees is best. Avoid extremes that will affect the wood, metal and felt components.
What To Do and Not Do
- Do not put plants on the piano unless they are artificial.
- Keep all liquids away as they can stain and soak into the wood, especially older pianos.
- Smoking will seep into the wood staying there for years and can get into the felts shorten their life.
- When dusting the outside use a dry swiffer cloth or lint free cloth. Use a damp cloth on modern pianos. Use lemon oil on older pianos to help protect the wood. Do not use a spray wax on either type
of piano as it will stain. If a spray has to be used spray the cloth first.
- Leave the covers on the pianos closed until they are played especially grand pianos.
- Only vacuuming open areas but be careful. The strings and pins can be knocked out of alignment or
broken if hit by a vacuum part. Suck up the loose dust around the inside of the piano but do not go
over the strings or action parts. A can of compressed air can be used to blow dust off and down.
(Medical note: when using compressed air to clean an old piano use a face mask and goggles
to prevent inhaling any germs. Also do it when there are no young children around. Spray in
short bursts, then pause before using the vacuum.)
- Insects and mice love to get into pianos to live and nest. Both will nibble away at felt parts such as
hammers and dampers. They will also leave behind their droppings creating a health risk for the family.
Tuning the Piano
If the piano is a new modern made piano it needs to be tuned 2 to 4 times during the first year. This
will ensure the pins and strings are tightened to the proper tensions. Strings will loosen up at different
rates causing an awful noise. When properly tuned and maintained the strings should loosen up at the
same rate thus creating a uniform flatness throughout the piano.
Otherwise tune a piano at least once a year. This ensures the tuning pins are kept at the proper tension
and position within the frame. The longer a piano is not tuned the pins will tighten up to such a degree
that they will not move. Pianos that are tuned regularly can be done in 90 minutes and ones that are not
takes 3 to 4 hours. Tuning costs will vary depending on how often the piano is tuned.
Repairing and Rebuilding
Minor home repairs include bridal straps or a string. The cost of the parts are usually low but it does
take time to do. An intermediate repair would be replacing all the key tops which are done in the shop.
Major repairs require the piano being moved to the piano shop. These include hammer and damper
replacement, restringing the entire piano and refinishing the outside case. Times and costs will vary
depending upon the amount of time and work is involved. Moving costs to and from the piano shop are
extra. Consult with a piano technician before any repairs are done.
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