Bell Piano Newsletter

©

Volume 3 Issue 2

Published By: MBI Communications Ltd.

April 2007

The Bell Company’s Piano Patents
In the next few issues the BPN will be highlighting The Piano and Organ Company’s numerous patents. This far eleven patents (two organ and nine piano) have be found, which is more than any other
Canadian piano and organ maker. The Bell Company set the tone for what other companies followed.
The previous issue highlighted the Illimitable action and Bell Tone steel back frame. This issue will
give an over view of what The Bell Company did. Also to be reviewed later are two items that were not
patented yet went to affect future piano development. The muffler felt bar and the Bellolian, which
later became the Pianola.

There were four and five pedal pianos patented in the early 1900s. One four pedal
style completely silenced the sound and the
other give a mandolin sound (above).

A two pedal piano from
1895 with a leaver for the
muffler felt, red circle.
The Illimitable piano
action (left) and Bell
Tone steel back
frame (far left). On
pianos between
1910 and 1920 patented in 1905. Reviewed Feb. 2007.
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A 1924 player piano with 3
patents from 1915.
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The Case of the Cracked Bell

©

Inspector James Radcliffe suspects that Sir William Bell was pushed in front of a train. As the
largest employer in Galt everyone is concerned about their jobs at the piano factory. Bell’s
crushed body had bee taken to the morticians for examination. The inspector and his assistant
have just left the plant manager’s office with Radcliffe puzzled by what he has seen and heard.
Part 4
Next stop was the King Albert Hotel. The hotel manager Mister Gray said there would be no
charge for Aldershot's drink. He went on to say
that Sir William was a frequent visitor to his
hotel and used the second floor rooms often.
Radcliffe’s left eyebrow raised. Curious and
curiouser he thought. Why was Sir William using the Oyster Rooms. (Private rooms where anything was possible)

Gray offered the two men a comfortable place
to rest and a noon meal also at the hotel's expense. The inspector accepted the offer .
Although it was the busy lunch hour no one
was seated near their corner window seat. They
spoke little but ate slowly and steadily. By 1:15
they had rested enough and it was time they visited Mrs. William Bell.
Mary Bell had already heard the rumour about
her husband’s tragic death. She put it out of her
mind as an untruth until the two policemen were
standing in her parlour. Mary Bell fainted and
collapsed upon the sofa. A few moments later
she was revived enough to hear what the inspector had to say.
Inspector Radcliffe spoke quietly and politely
in a firm voice. "Madam we have reason to believe that your husband may, repeat may, have
had a tragic accident last night. It is possible he
was struck by a train and killed."
She shook and put her hand upon her heart
then nodded for the inspector to continue.
"Mary, we are not sure what happened. We
need you to identify some articles of clothing
that will be brought here later today. Now
please tell us when you last saw Willie and
what was he wearing."

Slowly and quietly she spoke. "After dinner last
night, around 8, Willie said he was going out on
business. He didn't say where exactly. He then got
up and walked out the door. I did not hear the carriage drive off and the last rain left for Toronto at
6:15 PM. I do not remember what he was wearing."
The butler, Finch, stepped forward to describe
what Sir William was last wearing upon leaving the
house. He was wearing black pants and jacket, white
shirt with silver round cufflinks, black tie and belt.
No suspenders. Black socks with black rounded toe
shoes that were polished that morning. He took his
low topper and straight walking stick with the ivory
knob and metal tip. As it was a warm night so he
took no over coat."
Constable Davis took all this information down.
Inspector Radcliffe thanked them both for their time.
They got up and left quickly and quietly.
Now the two headed over to the mortuary. They
arrived a few minutes later. Doctor Chambers and
McIntyre were just finishing up. The clothing description matched what the butler Finch had said.
Although there were two things he forgot to mention. A handkerchief with 'WB' and a pearl tiepin.
The inspectors right eyebrow went up this time.
Radcliffe asked them to both go over to the Bell
residence and to bring the hat, walking stick, shoes,
tie, belt and tie pin for identification. He then said.
"John, Mary Bell will probably go into shock and
need your attention. Gilbert go along to advise and
arrange funeral proceedings with Finch. Afterwards
one of you come to my office with the personal effects. Thank you both for your time and diligence in
this delicate matter."
“Now what, inspector?” Asked Davis as the two
policemen left. “Now we look at some pictures and
find out why they are lying to us.” he growled.
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